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Finals Week

Finals week will be upon us quickly after fall break. Finals are scheduled for December 9–15. 
Students are able to access their final exam schedule via My.IllinoisState.edu. If a student 
has three or more final exams scheduled for the same day, they can request one be moved. 
They can do so by completing the Multiple Examinations Form, bringing the completed 
form and a photo ID to the Registrar’s Office at 107 Moulton Hall, and then discussing the 
situation with the instructor. If your student would like to move a final exam, they need to 
engage in this process right away, as the deadline for completion of this process is Friday, 
December 8, at 4:30 p.m.

It is important that your students are aware of the options available to help them prepare 
for final exams. The Visor Center will offer tutoring, one-on-one writing assistance, and 
review sessions for select courses. For dates and times of review sessions and information 
on how to make a one-on-one appointment, please direct your students to the Finals Blitz 
website.

Fall 2017 Grades

Final grades will be available after 2 p.m. on Thursday, December 21, via My.IllinoisState.edu.

Commencement

Commencement ceremonies for December graduates will be held on Saturday, December 
16. More information can be found at the Graduation Services website.

Residence Hall Closing Preparations for Winter Break

All residence halls, with the exception of Manchester and Hewett Halls, will close for winter 
break on Saturday, December 16, at 2 p.m. Students may leave their personal belongings in 
the rooms; however, they must take whatever they need for the entire break as no student 
will be allowed back into the halls for any reason during break periods. Any student who is 
switching rooms or not returning to their room for the spring semester is expected to com-
pletely move out. The residence halls will reopen on Friday, January 12, at 8 a.m. 

Students are expected to do the following to prepare their room when leaving for break:

• Take out all trash.
• Dispose of all perishable food, including empty bottles and cans.
• Unplug all electrical appliances.
• Unplug computers in case of power surges.
• Close and lock room windows.
• Open draperies, except first floor rooms.
• Move personal possessions in front of the windows to the desk or bed.
• Move personal belongings that are on the floor to the desk or bed. This will prevent  

them from being damaged in the event there are leaks or plumbing problems over 
break.

• Take valuables home, as the University assumes no responsibility or liability for person-
al property, including damage, loss, fire, water damage, theft, flooding, etc. Students 
desiring this kind of protection must make their own arrangements for insurance.

• Turn off room lights.
• Lock door.
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In addition, each room should also be prepared for pest control spraying by doing the fol-
lowing:

• Unlock and open closet doors.
• Remove all items on closet floor and place on the bed or desk area.
• Remove all contents from the dresser and desk drawers and place them on the bed or 

desk area.
• Remove all items from under the bed.
• Move bed and other belongings at least eight inches away from walls and windows.
• There will be a charge of $15 per room assessed for any rooms not properly prepared 

for spraying. Spraying will take place even if the room is unprepared.
• If your student feels they have a medical reason to avoid spraying, they should contact 

Student Access and Accommodation Services at (309) 438-5853 prior to the Monday 
of finals week. There is no guarantee the room will not be sprayed if the student calls 
after this date.

Please review other important hall closing information on the University Housing website.

Transportation from Bloomington-Normal

With winter break approaching, the Office of Parking and Transportation has a list of out-
of-town transportation options for your students. For information on bus and train travel 
schedules, please visit the Parking and Transportation website.

Off-Campus Winter Break Security

Off-campus student housing can be the target of burglaries during winter break. The 
Normal Police Department suggests these safety tips to avoid loss or damage of property 
when your student is away from their residence for a period of time.

• Make sure all windows and interior and exterior doors are locked every time the resi-
dence is left unattended.

• Do not leave valuable items such as laptops, gaming or sound systems, or jewelry in 
plain view or easily accessible near windows or open doors.

• When leaving the residence for break, take ALL valuable items such as those listed 
above to avoid losses in the event a burglary occurs.

• Understanding that it is not always practical to take TVs, gaming systems, and other 
large items home on break, take a few minutes to note the make, model, and serial 
number of the items on a “master list.” Keep a list of video games and DVDs/Blu-rays, 
and update it when new ones are purchased. Save the lists and email copies to a per-
sonal account and/or parent or family members. It is also a good idea to take photos 
of jewelry and other items of value and keep those photos on file as well.

Winter Break University Closure

The University administrative closure begins at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 21. The 
University will reopen on Tuesday, January 2, at 8 a.m. If you need urgent assistance during 
this time, please contact the University Police Department at (309) 438-8631.

Family Weekend 2018

If you are doing some planning for the new year while your student is home, note that Fam-
ily Weekend 2018 will take place October 26–28, 2018. We look forward to planning another 
exciting weekend for you!

Enjoy having your students home during the winter break!


